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Stefanie Marsh meets Clift Richard
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The Wheatsheaf,

Gloucestershire

vt aller the Wheatsheal Inn
opened in the cute Cotswilds
village of Morthleach this vear,
an umsual guest checked in,
wisaringa flowing kaltan I wirs
thebead singerof the Sex Fistols,
John Lydon, otherwise known as
Johinny Rotten. He was recording a new
albwirn ina iy studio fun by Steve
'pﬂnwu-ml{u‘l"['r.'ll'l'u.':lru!lI'.n Famepand he
staved eight weeks
He created quite a stir.“One night
dluring i wane-tasting event he stood
inacornerand demanded cveryvones
attention,” sl Sam Peirman, the
Liundhack co-owner ol Lhe W healsheal,
arelaxed private members club-style
pubwitha restaurant and rooms, which
yeruns with hiswife, Georgle. " Then he
<epaninging the Abla song Fernando
HruJ“:u.l:n;,: his airms about, conducting
sothat everyone joinod in. Soon the
whiobe wine-tasting crowd was singing ™
Apparently, Lydon wore his kaltan for

theentire visit, making friends with the
locals, staying upe late in the bar and
generally giving the Wheatsheaf an
extremely unusual start toits new lifie.
Bant apart from its rock n' moll guests
Charkie Watts, of the Rolling Stanes, and
Winwoed have also visited —itis
perhaps the most chic mew place to stay
i the Colswoldi

Take my rooim, with its alsiract
painting of Jack Nicholson near the doeor,
ayiant Bang & Olufsen television. cool
Anglepoise lights, bweed armchairs and
pistachiowooden wall panels. A double
dlicrr bl o Bt lnroworns widle sLylish grey
Thosir Riliges sunadd Banmges Gy ol 'Thee todletries
were by Brambey — Linge tubes of sape
and lemongrass body washes and juniper
berry and bergamot essential oils

It was a nice pad. Downstades, fires were
cracklzng m three Lirge Treplacesin the
bar aml the restaurant. The Whealsheaf
is @ coaching inn dating from the 1650s.
with low ceilings, snugs and a stable at

| TheWheatsheal Inn
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the back that has been converted intoa

i separate Htthe bar. | stayed at the front.

a bocal ale with Sam, a former
yer, aged 35, who began hes time

drinking
rughy g

Linm hspitality shucking ovslers at [.illl:,:.illll'\

Brasserie in Mayfair,
The restaurnnt, which has a modern

: English menu with a seafood and
steak slant, was buzzing. | tucked into
¢+ doevilled Cornish crab with rocket and

berwin followed by half lobsterwith
mavonnaise, walercress, lemon and chips
washed down with Californian white
wine. Each dish was well prepared and
br swifthy, even though it was a busy
it (Ehowigh no sign ol lehnny Rotten or
impromptu renditions of Fermendn)

Bat the Wheatsheaf is a kot of fun even
without rock stars in kaftans. ['m sureitis
going o do very wiell

- Tom Chesshyre
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